[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.png]





Fire Resistant Flex-Flame HCF Cables Withstand High Temperatures, Protecting the Offshore Drilling Market’s Critical Systems During Fires

New Product wins OTC Technology Award

HOUSTON – May 1, 2006 – Draka Marine, Oil & Gas International today announced the new fire resistant Flex-Flame HCF (HydroCarbon Fire) cables for use on offshore drilling rigs and production platforms. These cables are designed specifically to keep a number of critical systems applications operating during a fire and other dangerous situations that can potentially arise in the harsh environment of the offshore industry.  These applications include emergency shut down and fire pump systems, communications systems, fire and gas monitoring systems, power supply for motor operated block and depressuring valves, and other critical systems.

The design is based on the fire resistant elastomeric Flex-Flame (BFOU) cable, that  

is covered with Draka Marine, Oil & Gas International’s unique composite protection, giving the Flex-Flame HCF cables the capability to withstand high heat temperatures ranging from 750°C to 1100°C during numerous pilot tests in various temperatures and conditions. Its unique design gives effective heat transmission during a normal operating temperature, thus reducing the requirement for derating and reducing installation costs.  When exposed to a hydrocarbon fire, a typical IEC 6033121 designed cable will break down after two to six minutes.  In comparison, the Flex-Flame HCF cables can endure extreme temperatures up to 1100°C for up to 60 minutes, making them one of the most fire resistant in the industry. 

“The Flex-Flame HCF cables have unique temperature and thermal properties that give off a cooling effect, allowing the cable to withstand these high heat temperatures,” said Eivind Nesset, global product manager, Draka, Marine, Oil & Gas International.  “By combining our reliable cables with these unique cooling properties, Draka Marine, Oil & Gas International’s Flex-Flame HCF cables can withstand high heat unlike any other cable, making it an ideal solution to help keep offshore and shipboard critical system applications functioning in harsh high-heat environments.”

The Flex-Flame HCF cables are easy to install and terminate. Available in two options, all Flex-Flame HCF cables have LSFROH outer sheath and can withstand 1100°C for up to 60 minutes. In addition, the 250V and 1 kV BFOU-HCF series, which contain a mica glass tape, pass both the IEC 60331-21gas flame test for a minimum of 90 minutes at 750°C as well as IEC 60331-31 with hammer shock for 120 minutes at 850°C without short circuiting. Additionally, Draka Marine, Oil & Gas International also offer an upgraded IEC 60331-21 test at 1000°C for three hours.  Plus, the MV RFOUHCF series also passes the IEC 60331-21 gas flame test for a minimum of 90 minutes. 

-  more -

New Flex-Flame HC Cables Withstand High-Heat Environments 
Page 2 of 2

With the assistance of Draka Norsk Kabel personnel and Incore Cables Netherland personnel, Harold L. Phillippi, P.E., Senior Engineering Associate, ExxonMobil Research and Engineering, Safety, Risk and Fire Protection, performed pilot tests at Draka’s cable manufacturing facility in Drammen, Norway.  After being subject to propane furnace tests, Flex-Flame HCF cables were proven to be fire resistant.  According to Phillippi, the Flex-Flame HCF cables have been tested and meet all ExxonMobil requirements for fire resistant cables. 
“Draka Marine Oil & Gas International is dedicated to providing our customers with reliable wire and cable solutions to help them operate in the challenging, harsh environments that come with the offshore drilling industry,” said Bob Springs, president, Draka Marine, Oil & Gas International. “With its outstanding performance in high heat situations, the Flex Flame HCF cables are a natural extension of our product offering and reinforce our position as the only wire and cable division with the experience and resources to serve the offshore drilling market.”

Draka Marine, Oil & Gas International is a division of Draka Cableteq.  The division has 11 production facilities and distribution in all major offshore markets.  With a strong focus on the marine, oil and gas market, the division has more than 100 products available that meet the strict IEEE, IEC and NEK industry standards, abide by LRS, ABS, DNV, BV & GL rules and comply with U.S. & Canadian Coast Guard regulations that govern the use of wire and cables.  For more information about Draka Marine, Oil & Gas International, please visit www.DrakaMOG.com.
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